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The attack is rarely fatal though the cases are frequent. 
Its causation is directly traceable to the ingestion of a legu¬ 
minous plant (lathyrus cicera) common to the country, and re¬ 
sorted to at certain times by the natives as food. 

The lateral columns of the cord seem to be mainly affected, 
and the resemblance of the symptoms to those of spastic spinal 
paraplegia are noted. Indeed, M. Proust proposes to term it 
spastic spinal lathyrism. 

Aside from its novelty the practical value of the observation 
is doubtless to be found in the possibility that a drag thus spe¬ 
cific in its effect upon the spinal cord, and yet at the same 
time comparatively safe to administer, may be found to have 
a definite place among remedies directed toward the treatment of 
spinal diseases. But precise indications for its therapeutic use 
will only be gained from a more thorough study of its toxic 
effects. MM. Marie and Vulpian it seems are now pursuing this 
line of investigation. 


thomsen’s disease. 

Another new disease of the nervous system has been brought 
to the attention of the medical profession by Prof. Westphal, of 
Berlin, who recently exhibited two patients suffering from it be¬ 
fore the Berlin Medical Society. 

Dr. Thomsen, a physician of Schleswig, first described the 
affection in 1876, and this with peculiar facilities for observation, 
since he himself had been subject to it all his life. 

The disease, as observed in Dr. Thomsen’s case, has a remark¬ 
able history of heredity. It could be traced back through three 
generations of his ancestors—seven of his own brothers and sisters 
out of thirteen had it, and also several of his own children. 

The prominent symptom presented by the patient suffering 
from this affection, is an habitual spasmodic rigidity of certain 
muscles, coming on at the moment of executing a movement. Ac¬ 
companying the rigidity there is no pain, thus differing from 
cramp. The tongue is often similarly involved. After a few 
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moments the rigidity of the muscles disappears, and the patient 
proceeds as if nothing had happened. 

It may well be believed that this sudden turning to stone, so to 
speak, must often place the patient in a most ludicrous plight. 
One patient, for instance, on attempting to rise from a chair, finds 
himself poised in the act and unable to proceed. Another at¬ 
tempts to let go of an object and cannot open his hand. 

In a case related by Leyden, the patient having closed his hand 
could not open it. Seeligmtiller has reported three cases : the 
first, though to all appearances an athlete, could not execute with 
requisite rapidity the military drill ; his muscles, “ hard as wood,” 
would, at the attempt to execute a given movement, be thrown 
into a contraction which lasted about five seconds; again, a 
danseuse, after finishing a song, was unable for a few moments to 
leave the stage, but remained glued, as it were, to the floor. Of a 
similar nature were the experiences of a young man, whose case 
has been studied and reported by Ballet and Marie. Having, in a 
fit of anger, struck an adversary, he was suddenly seized with a 
general rigidity, and was obliged to helplessly receive in return a 
blow which, though light, caused him to fall heavily to the 
ground. 

Besides this transient muscular rigidity on voluntary movement, 
there is little worthy of note. The muscles are thought by some 
to be hypertrophied—in all the cases, at all events, there was a 
fine muscular development. 

Examination of muscular fibres, taken from one of Dr. 
Thomsen’s sons, showed no deviation from the normal. Similar 
examination in a case reported by Petrone gave a like result. 

Mechanical and electrical irritability remain normal—sensibility 
is unimpaired. There are no psychical troubles. 

Neither the cause nor the pathology of this singular affection are 
understood. It is not possible to confound it with any other dis¬ 
ease, nor is it in the least difficult to recognize it should a case 
come under observation. 

Seeligmtiller termed the affection spasmodic hypertrophic spinal 
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paralysis j Thomsen and Erb, tonic spasm in the voluntary muscles; 
Bernhardt, muscular rigidity and hypertrophy , constituting a special 
symptomatic group ; Ballet and Marie, in a careful re'sumd of the 
entire subject, suggest muscular spasm at the beginning of voluntary 
movements. 

Westphal suggests that the condition consists in an abnormality 
of muscular tone ; certainly, so far as terminology goes, in the 
present state of our knowledge upon the subject, Thomsen’s dis¬ 
ease is as satisfactory a name as any other. 

It is time that a case should be reported from England or 
America. 


BERIBERI. 

While referring to the neurological novelties, Lathyrism and 
Thomsen’s disease, we may as well include in our obser¬ 
vation some new facts concerning Beriberi , Barbiers, or the 
Japanese Kak-ke. The characteristic symptoms of the disease are 
a motor and sensory paralysis of the legs, accompanied by atrophy 
of the muscles ; at the same time the heart is enfeebled in its 
action, leading even to dyspnoea and final asphyxiation in the 
acute and pernicious form of the disease. 

Scheube, who has recently published an exhaustive monograph 
upon, the subject, has demonstrated by post-mortem examinations 
that pathologically the disease is a subacute multiple neuritis ,—in 
other words, contrary to the opinion that has usually been enter¬ 
tained, that it is a disease of the peripheral nervous system. The 
inflammation is of the nature of a cirrhosis, and attacks by 
preference the smaller and most peripheral of the nerve trunks, 
extending in certain cases centripetally, and thus involving 
secondarily parts of the spinal cord. Scheube’s observation, that 
the inflammatory process was confined to the small branches 
of the nerves and was not found in the large trunks, while yet reap¬ 
pearing in the cord, finds an interesting corroboration in the 
pathological findings reported by Pitres and Vaillard in their very 
recent observations upon non-traumatic peripheral neuritis. The 



